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How to identify the model of a
telecommunications fiber optic cable

Summary of Content
You can identify a fiber optic cable model by reading the printed legend on the
jacket, checking color codes, and noting physical and connector characteristics.
Step 1: Examine the Cable Jacket

Most fiber optic cables have manufacturer information printed along the jacket,
including the cable model, fiber count, type, and performance specifications. For
example, a marking like SR-5B9MR-864 indicates a specific Corning SST UltraRibbon
Gel-Free Cable with 864 fibers, single-mode, and low water peak fiber, while
additional markings may show the date of manufacture, diameter, weight, minimum
bend radius, and maximum pulling tension .
Step 2: Check Fiber Type and Count

• Single-mode fibers (SM) are usually yellow, while multi-mode fibers (OM1 & OM2)
are orange or gray, OM3 & OM4 are aqua, and OM5 is lime green .
• The print legend often includes abbreviations like SM (9/125) for single-mode or
MMF (50/125) for multimode, indicating core and cladding diameters .
• Fiber count is typically printed as a number, e.g., 864F means 864 fibers .

Step 3: Inspect Connectors

The type of connector can provide clues about the cable's intended use:

• LC – small form-factor connector

© 2026 Bennie Telecom Engineering Solutions (BENNIE OPTICAL) - All rights reserved



Page 2/4

Article Content

The Ultimate Guide to Fiber Optic Cables – Types, Standards, and ...

Discover how to choose the right fiber optic cables for your network. Learn about
fiber types, cable constructions,

Handbook Optical fibres, cables and systems

The first ITU-T Handbook related to optical fibres, Optical Fibres for
Telecommunications, was published in 1984, and several others

Fiber Color Code Guide: TIA-598 Standard Explained

This color-coding standard ensures consistency, safety, and reliability throughout
manufacturing,

Fiber Type: Identifying Installed Fiber Optic Cables

These measurements are not the actual outer diameter of the cable; they correspond
directly to the optical fiber itself. This notation

Fibre Optic Cable Types: A Complete Guide for Your Network

When building or upgrading a network, selecting the correct type of fibre optic cable
is essential for ensuring optimal performance,

Fiber Optic Cable Types: A Complete Guide

The plethora of fiber optic cable types can seem overwhelming, but choosing the
right cable for the job is important.

Fiber Optic Color Code: Complete Guide to Cable

Master the fiber optic color code system! This comprehensive guide helps identify
fiber optic

Fiber Type: Identifying Installed Fiber Optic Cables

OFCP: Optical Fiber Conductive Plenum LSZH: Low Smoke Zero Halogen OSP: Outside
Plant Conductivity (Nonconductive vs

Understanding Fiber Optic Cables: A Guide to Types

However, prolonged exposure to water can cause damage. Conclusion Understanding
fiber optic cables and their

Fiber Color Code: Complete Guide to Mastering

The fiber color code is a standardized system used to identify individual fibers within
a fiber

Fiber Optic Cable Types: Practical Network Cabling Guide
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The definitive identification is the print on the cable jacket, which should include the
fiber type (e.g. "50/125 OM4" or "9/125 OS2"). If

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

And the pulling tension applies if the cable is pulled, not in the case of aerial
installation like this one. The next text is the cable model

Fiber Optic Cable Types | Omnitron Systems Guide

Explore fiber optic cable types, features, and applications. Omnitron Systems
explains single-mode, multi-mode, and specialty fiber

Fiber Optic Cable Types – Multimode and Single Mode

Application Fiber Optic connectors and cables are present in nearly every
communications project that we might sell into, be it a DAS

How to Tell if Fiber is Multimode or Singlemode: A Comprehensive

In this in-depth guide, we''ll delve into each of these identification methods, providing
you with the practical knowledge

Unveiling the Potential Meaning of Fiber Optic Cable Jacket Markings

Learn the meaning of fiber optic cable jacket printings to identify fiber types, fire
ratings, and compliance standards,

Fiber Optic Cable Types: Single-Mode, Multimode, and Beyond – A ...

Discover fiber optic cable types, including single-mode (OS1, OS2) and multimode
(OM1, OM2, OM3, OM4, OM5),

How do I identify a fiber cable?

Here are detailed steps and characteristics to help you identify a fiber cable: 1. Check
the Jacket Color. Fiber optic cables often

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

The cable had a very long line of printing on it with lots of interesting and useful
information. So before we

Single-mode optical fiber

In fiber-optic communication, a single-mode optical fiber, also known as fundamental-
or mono-mode, is

Optical fiber

An optical fiber, or optical fibre, is a flexible glass or plastic fiber that can transmit
light from one end to the other. Such fibers are
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A Complete Guide to Fibre Optic Cables | RS

Far less electricity is also used by fibre optic LED lighting compared to standard bulb
options, which makes it both

The FOA Reference For Fiber Optics

Fiber Optic Cable Cable Types: (L>R): Zipcord, Distribution, Loose Tube, Breakout
Cable provides

Fiber Optic Cable Color Code: Complete Installation

Fibers, cable jackets and connectors are clearly marked using a standardized fiber
optic

Cable Identification System Best Practices for Fiber

The TIA-606-B standard sets the foundation for cable identification in fiber optic
networks.

Types of Fibre Optic Cable: A Comprehensive Guide

Summary: Fibre optic cables come in various types depending on a specific
networking

Contact Us

For more information, pricing, or custom solutions, please contact us:

Website: https://benniedesignstudio.co.za
Email: sales@benniedesignstudio.co.za
Phone: +27 82 391 4765
Address: The Towers, 1 St Georges Mall, Cape Town, 8001, South Africa

This document is for informational purposes only. Specifications subject to
change without notice.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

© 2026 Bennie Telecom Engineering Solutions (BENNIE OPTICAL) - All rights reserved

http://www.tcpdf.org

